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JOUN MIDDLETON MURRY 


The Reign of the | 


Robots 


HE tragedy of our time is 
that the only practical way 
we have found of overcom- 

ing the individualistic and self- 
regarding man (who inhabits all 
of us) is to subordinate him en- 
tirely to the State. 

From the anarchy produced by a 
freedom too unimaginative and irre- 
sponsible to control itself, the world 
has escaped in desperation into the 
mechanical cohesion of the omnipotent 
national State. This mechanical co- 
hesion creates an intoxicating sense of 
power in those who are submitted to 
it: and this sense of power is not illu- 
sory, because by this mechanical uni- 
son of the nation-state a vast increase 
of physical energy is liberated. 

Regarded from the purely func- 
tional point of view, the nation-state 
is transformed by the suppression of 
individual freedoms from an inefficient 
machine to an efficient one. It de- 
velops ten million H.P. instead of one 
million; and the separate cogs have 
the sensation—which is an actual ex- 
perience — of whirling round at ten 
times the number of revolutions per 
minute. 


RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 


Hence the claim that totalitarianism 
is a new “religion”. The claim is true, 
inasmuch as totalitarianism does pro- 
vide the individual with a new kind 
of immediate “religious” experience. 
And this new “‘religious’” experience 
is much more real to him than any 
religious experience of which he was 
previously conscious. For it is pretty 
safe to say that not more than one 
in a thousand in the former society 
of anarchic and irresponstble freedom 
was conscious of any religious experi- 
ence at all.’ 

We may take Mr. Bernard Shaw’s 
as an appropriate 20th century de- 
finition of religious experience: it is 
“the consciousness of being used for 
a purpose.” Such a consciousness is 
created, with an overwhelming imme- 
diacy, in the components of the effi- 
cient totalitarian state-machine. The 
authentic religious experience is, also, 
the experience of being used for a 
purpose; but the purpose is one which 


appeals to the mind and heart as the 
highest possible. 

There is no possible reconciliation 
between a purpose of this order and 
the purpose of the totalitarian state- 
machine. For the totalitarian state- 
machine suppresses the external 
manifestations of anarchic egoism at 
the level of the individual only to libe- 
rate the same anarchic egoism, with a 
terrifying increase of power, at the 
level of the nation-state. Thus the 
purpose of the totalitarian nation- 
state is self-exaltation in the supreme 
degree. 


WORSE THAN DISEASE 


The egoism of the omnipotent State 
is morally no higher than the egoism 
of the individual which it represses. 
Neither is the unbridled international 
anarchy which must burst forth when 
the state-machine is made perfectly 
efficient one whit more tolerable than 
the anarchy inside the nation which it 
represses and supersedes. True, men 
are used for a purpose, but the pur- 
pose is destruction; and although, in 
the experience of many individuals, it 
is better to be used for the purpose of 
destruction than to be left to rot and 
rust in the condition of false peace, 
the remedy is even worse than the 
disease. 

Yet the grim fact is that if Britain 
does not submit to this transformation 
of individual anarchy into totalitarian 
efficiency as completely as Germany 
has done, she can hardly hope to win 
this war. There is no escape from the 
inexorable necessity which drives her 
on to become the thing which she 
claims to be fighting. And it is sig- 
nificant that serious-minded men are 
coming to the conclusion that Britain 
must prepare to impose her rule upon 
Europe for a generation. 

But these serious political thinkers 
forget to ask themselves what Bri- 
tain will be when she has trodden all 
the bloody path to victory. Their 
minds overlap all the degenerative 
process which must intervene. They 
see the end and forget the means— 
an eradication from ourselves of the 
habit and capacity of freedom so en- 
tire that we shall have nothing to 
teach the nations we propose to edu- 
cate. 


RE-EDUCATING EUROPE 


"THERE is no doubt about it: senti- 
ment in this country is harden- 
ing against Germany. More and more 
our contemporary Catos raise their 
voices to the tune: Delenda est Ger- 
mania: Germany must be blotted out! 
Now published as a pamphlet, Sir Ro- 
bert Vansittart’s puerile pot-pourri 
of faked history has had a good press: 
not merely among the circulation- 
organs, but in journals which are sup- 
posed to defend the cause of intellec- 
tual honesty. The Times Literary 
Supplement, for instance, writes: 


His pamphlet expresses truths which will 
be unvalatable to a generous and optimistic 
people like the British, and which mav well 
chill the hopes of those*who look ~ beyond 
the present conflict to a reconciled and uni- 
fied humanity. We believe, nevertheless, 
that what he has said was necessary and 
that he has said it at the right moment. 


After that it goes on to say that Sir 
Robert’s arguments “would have 
gained wider acceptance at home, if 
he had been less scrupulously one- 
sided.” “Secrupulously one-sided!” 
The phrase itself is an achievement 
in duplicity. Thus the wells of truth 
are poisoned. 

And Mr. Edward Shanks, reviewing 


it with enthusiasm in the Sunday 
Times, brings in support of Sir Ro- 
bert’s thesis precisely that preposter- 
ous quotation from an apocryphal 
speech of Herr Darré, of which the 
lack of authenticity was exposed by a 
correspondent in these pages a week 
ago. 

Whatever the rest of our factories 
may be doing, the manufacture of 
munitions of hate is working full blast. 
The dissemination of truth, of critical 
detachment, is more and more re- 
garded as a non-essential industry- So 
our decline to the moral level of Nazi- 
dom is hastened, by the defection of 
our intelectuals—the “treason of the 
clerks.” This ts something far more 
important than pacifism. Any sincere 
pacifist will say to any soldier the 
words of George Fox: “Wear thy 
sword while thou canst.” As long as 
aman honestly and integrally believes 
that the way of war is the true way 
for him—God be with him, as he will 
be!. But when the argument of war 
has to be bolstered up in men’s souls 
by what they know to be a lie; when 
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Is there any hope at all? We are 
pinning our faith on the cracking of 
the totalitarian machine in Germany; 
but since Britain also has to become 
a totalitarian machine it is hardly rea- 
sonable to assume that the German 
machine will crack more quickly than 
our own. If it be urged that the Ger- 
man machine has been running longer, 
it can be urged on the other side that | 
ours has to overcome greater resist- | 
ances. | 

On the plane of realistic polities, 
therefore, it seems an incredible folly 
in our rulers that they have not done | 
their utmost to enunciate peace-aims | 
as might command the allegiance of | 
what remains of reason in Germany | 
and the wide world. The cause of this | 
foolishness is that peace-aims of this 
kind demand reciprocal _ sacrifices: 
They are inconceivable except on the | 
basis of that principle; and that prin- 
ciple is as alien to Britain as to Ger- | 
many. We have proved ourselves | 
ready to sacrifice others; we have 
made no memorable motion to sacri- 
fice ourselves. 

Yet this is the only possible way out 
of the deadlock of destruction. It is 
at once rational and religious. And 
it is only in so far as an end at once | 
rational and religious is kept before 
the minds of men and nations that the 
intoxication of totalitarianism can be 
resisted or cured. 


DISARMAMENT 


The destruction of Nazism by mili- 
tary victory is an end neither rational 
nor religious; it is the plausible name 
we give to our collaboration in inter- 
national anarchy. We can lift our- 
selves, as a nation, out of this deathly 
flux only by proclaiming our willing- 
ness to subordinate our national ego- 
ism to the demands of a new European 
community. 

Unless we as a nation are prepared | 
to think, quite realistically, what are 
the actual sacrifices we shall be called 
upon to make if we engage ourselves 
to be members of a new European 
community, and prepare ourselves to 
make those sacrifices, it is morally 
inevitable that all our pious profes- 
sions will become the cloak for a de- 
velopment of national egoism as ruth- 
less as that of the Nazis themselves- 
The chief and most revolutionary de- | 
mand of a new European community 
is national disarmament. Until that | 
becomes the first of our professed and 
accepted peace-aims our moral preten- | 
sions are empty. 

To evade the necessity of national 
disarmament is to condemn ourselves | 
and the world to endless slavery and 
another war. Unless our rulers have 
the courage to proclaim that this is 
indeed our purpose, we shall be 
dragged deeper and deeper into the 
bottomless pit of mechanical destruc- 
tion. Not only our children, our 
homes, our lives, our decencies will 
be destroyed; but our very souls. We 
shall become robots murdering and 
being murdered by robots, until dark- 
ness is the burier of the dead. } 


BEGINNING OF | 

A RISE? 
AS I write these words, comes £5 for 
+ the Fighting Fund with the kindly mes- 


“To prevent the Editor from being, 
It comes just too 


sage: 
disappointed this week.” 
late for that, since our week ends on Satur- 


; collapse behind the German 


2d. 


Commentary 


The Government & 
Reconstruction 
Edited by ‘‘Observer’’ 


PUTTING recent statements of Mr- 
: Churchill and Mr. Atlee together, 
it would appear that Mr. Greenwood 
has been commissioned to elaborate a 
plan for reconstruction on the assump- 
tion that the Government of national 
unity will stay as it is for a period of 
three years after the war. 

“We are working out a basis on 
which we can agree,” said Mr. Attlee. 
“Whether we shall, I am not prepared 
to say.” We may assume that the 
common assumption on both sides is 
that the war will end with a British 
victory; it is more doubtful whether 
provision is being made for the fulfil- 
ment of the self-imposed task of sup- 
plying the military police (for more 
than three years, surely) for the Bri- 
tish “new Europe.” 

Indeed, Mr. Greenwood’s task will 
be complicated by the presence of 
quite a number of unknown variables 
in his problem. Suppose, for example, 
an unpleasant period of inflation in- 
tervenes—and as far as I ean see the 
Government is doing nothing to 
prevent it. Suppose... but in our 
problem there is an unknown quan- 
tity, d- 2d.=0; but d is not nothing. 


The Food Situation 


¢()NLY slowly, says the General 
Manager of the London Co-op, “is 


; the public being allowed to know what 


the events of the last ten months have 
meant, and will mean as the stern 
realities of the food-situation unfold 
themselves.” (Reynolds, January 26). 

Mr. Neville should know something 
about it, and though his ominous 
words do not really add anything to 
what an averagely intelligent person 
might guess, we heartily support his 
plea for an extension of the ration~ 
ing system. It is really preposterous 
that the woman without work to do 
or children to look after should be 
able to snoop around from shop to 
shop. ‘At present,” says Mr. Neville, 
“tens of thousands of households 
draw duplicated quantities of “any- 


| thing that happens to be going.” 


The odd thing is that, in my ex- 
perience, the people who show them- 
selyes completely devoid of social con- 
science in this matter are precisely 
those who profess to be most eager 
to fight this war to the bitter end. I 
have never met a pacifist food- 
scrounger. 


An American Theorist 


HE former US Ambassador to 
France, Mr- William Bullitt, said 
to the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
Congress: “I am perfectly certain 
that it has been made clear to 
England, as it was to the French, that 


| the United States will not enter the. 


war.’ That sounds categorical. 

The theory, as developed by Mr. 
Bullitt, is that no matter how much 
material help is given by USA to 
Britain, Germany will not deélare war 
on USA. On the other hand, Britain 
has no need of American man-power: 
because if she, with the help of 
American aeroplane production, at- 
tains air-dominance over Germany, 
British bombing would bring about a 
lines, 
thus “ensuring a British victory with- 
out the aid of US man-power.” 

I confess this seems to me a little 
amateurish as a strategy of military 
victory—but it may be a very effect- 


day. But it may do the trick for next 
week. This week the contributions amount 
te £26 1s. 7d., making the total £1,310 
18s. 4d.—which ¥ am going. perhaps opti- 
mistically, to interpret as the beginning of 
a steady rise to the old and famous level. 


The Editor 


ive strategy for getting the. neces- 
sary legislation through Congress. 


Talk of Invasion 


HE talk of an impending attempt at ine 
vasion grows more substantial. The 
Times (January 27) warns us to expect a 
“trial more severe than any to which we have 
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lever been subjected." But_1 was surprised to 
find the following in the Daily Express (Jan- 
uary 27). lt is quoted from the London 
correspondent of the (US) Associated Press. 

Germany will launch the mightiest on- 
slaught in history, heralded by bombing on 
an un-imagined scale, on these islands with- 
in three months. 

This is no ‘invasion scare." It is the 
sober judgment of scores of soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and diplomats—British, Allied, and 
neutral—who say “Germany will try to 
break Britain and win the war before May.” 

They say the result will be that Britain 
will suffer cruelly, sacrifice half her Air 
Force, three-quarters of the Battle Fleet and 
a quarter-million troops—but the Germans 
will be beaten off. 


Wave of Optimism 


T the same time a wave of incredible 
optimism with regard to the war seems 
to be sweeping the country. It is powerfully 


enhanced by the curious lack of proportion in 
f 


| 


CONFERENCE ON 


PEACE AIMS 
A Summing Up 


A 

JDETAILS of the discussions at the 

Oxford Conference of the Na- 
tional Peace Council (reported inj 
Peace News on January 17) are to be 
published by the council in the form 
of three pamphlets—covering funda- 
mental principles, economic and social 
issues, and political and constitutional 
issues. Meanwhile, the Directing Se- 
cretary, Mr. Gerald Bailey, has made 
a personal estimate of the central con- 
clusions of the conference, which, he 
writes, “reached a considerable mea- 
sure of unity on the following pro- 
positions.” 


(i) That we are face to face with a revolu- 
tionary situation which is at once the na- 
ture and the consequence of the war; 

(ii) That the issues raised by the war cannot 
therefore be separated from the issues 
involved in the making of the neace; that to 
speak or to plan in terms of ‘victory first”’ | 
or “war to the end” and then the “‘mak- 
ing of the new order” is to fail to under- 
stand the character of the crisis; 

(iii) That in the light of this analysis the 
central task is to mould and direct to de- 
sirable ends the changes and adjustments 
of a revolutionary character which are 
already in proecss; . | 

(iv) That for this purpose it is essential tel 
discover and provide a_ religious urge—a 
dynamism for constructive democracy recon- 
ciling liberty with unity and capable of | 
-countering and ultimately of absorbing the | 
revolutionary motives and enthusiasms 
which animate the fascist, totalitarian 
systems; 

(v) That this implies and involves the com- 
mitment to a new social gospel—to the 
vision and the reality of a new social and 
economic order, repudiating scarcity, mono- 
poly, and exploitation, and ensuring an 
equal security to the common peoples every- 
where; 

(vi) That the central failure of the post-Great 
War world was the failure to provide this 
economic solidarity between the peoples of 
the world—to meet the challenge of ‘‘the 
hungry man and his family’? as one of the 
crucial tests of the democratic system; 

(vii) That it is essential for the British and 
Allied Governments not only to register 
through a declaration of aims their commit- 
ment to a radical social and international 
policy, but to give reality to. those profes- 
sions by developing here and now a _ bold 
and far-reaching programme of social re 
construction at home, and _ political and | 
economic emancipation in the “dependent” | 
areas under their control —this last to in- | 
elude particularly the rapid achievement of 
full Indian self-government. f 
Three major recommendations | 

which emerged and are already in| 

course of being implemented by the | 

Executive Committee of the National 

Peace Council were: 


(a) That a series of representative loca] con- 
ferences for the consideration of the whole 
problem of peace aims should be arranged; 

(b) That the NPC should be asked to under- 
tnke a revision of the declaration entitled | 
The New World Order; 

(c) That in the anticipated development of 
public discussion an those questions a much 
fuller use should be sought of the correspon- 
dence columns of the local press. 


SFFICERS TO BE 
COURT-MARTIALLED | 


It was reported on Wednesday that, 
as a result of the War Office inquiry 
into charges of ill-treatment of COs 
at Liverpool, one officer and six NCOs | 
would be court-martialled. The 
CBCO is still pressing for the public- 


ation of the report. 


{ITN A, | 
| At the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club 
Binney Street, Oxford St. W.| 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 3 p.m. 


VERA BRITTAIN 


will give a reading from her new 
book, England's Hour 


mn wn 


| fess that 


| certain of their consequences. 
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PEACE NEWS 


TARY r j 


the news-bulletins of the BBC. One hears of 
nothing but the military successes against 
Italy in Africa: ond the average man must 
be forgiven for being wholly unconscious of 
the jeopardy of our situation. 

; No doubt a certain malaise expresses itself 
in Parliament: but even in the debate oh pro- 
duction no-one, save Mr. Shinwell, asked the 
fundamental question whether the provision 
of a huge army of 4 million men was not 
au radically mistaken idea. Beneath all this 
is the still more fundamental question whether 
there is not a radical misconception of what 
it is possible to achieve in this war. 


Can Democracy Rally? 


HIS malaise uttered itself in the broad- 

east talk by Mr. Priestley, whom I was 
glad to hear again on the air, after a sinister 
silence which suggested that the Gestapo had 
nobbled him on the vost. His notion, shared 
by many democratic progressives, is that two 
things are necessary to the shortening of the 
war: (1) the proclamation of ‘“‘our’’ new order 
for Eurone; (2) the actual achievement. of at 
least an instalment of this new order at 
home. 

I have great sympathy With this idea: in- 
deed it is the only way by which this war 
can be moralised at all. But I must con- 
I am extremely sceptical about it. 
It assumes that democracy is still a vital con- 
ception in Europe—a flug to which the com- 
mon people will rally, a cause for which they 
will sacrifice themselves. 1 doubt it. The 
expectation is based on a far too rosy view 
of the nature of modern mass-democracy. 

Bitter though it is to have to acknowledge 
it, I believe that fascism more truly corre- 
sponds to the nature of the modern mass- 
man than genuine democracy. Furthermore, 
if a real attempt were made in this country 
fo* achieve an instalment of a “new order” 
in the midst of war, 1 believe it would 
paralyse the war-effort itself. 


New Political Movement? 


;e this connection we may note that Mr. 
_ J. B. Priestley has become the chairman of 
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Sir Richard Acland’s movement for Victory 
through Social Progress. 

I heard Sir Richard address the recent 
Malvern Conference, and he carried an amend- 
ment to the Archbishop’s findings—an amend- 
ment which condemned large-scale private 
ownership. ‘“Cameronian,’' in Reynolds (Jan- 
uary 19), reports that Mr. Edward Hulton, of 
Picture Post, is the latest of Str Richard's re- 
cruits. I wonder. It has seemed to me that 
Mr. Hulton is following a line of his own. 
And there are Mr. Victor Gollanez and Mr. 
John Strachey unattached and waiting for 
attachment. 

Thus there appears to be taking shape a 
new kind of political movement: a neo-Social- 
ism, independent. of, and much younger than, 
the Labour Party. To prophesy what will be 
its final crystallization would be rash. But I 
will hazard the guess that it will eventually 
take its ideas from Karl Mannheim'’s Mankind 
in an Age of Transition. 


Bringing the R.A.F. To Earth! 


F I were chief of staff of the new party, I 

would commission some capable man tou 

penguinize Mannheim’s book, and circulate it 
gratig to the Royal Air Force. 


Unless those functionally-minded young men 
are given some relevant and positive political 
ideas-—-which they will certainly not get from 
any of the extant parties, including the ILI 
and the Communists—there will be the devil 
to pay. The RAF (as the Dean of St. Paul’s 
suggested to incredulous hearers at Malvern) 
is likely to be a decisive factor in the com- 
ing confusion. 

The pacifist is, by profession, out of all this; 
but he is deeply concerned with it. Planning 
tor freedom will give him more chance to get 
on with his job of recreating the very founda- 
tions of social living than any other kind of 
planning will. 


January 31, 1941 


The “Daily Worker” 


NOTE, with surprise and pleasure, that 

the ‘only forthright stand on the suppres- 
sion of the Daily Worker taken by any organ 
of the circulation-press was taken by the 
Daily Mirror, which published (by intelligent 
anticipation) on the morning of the suppres- 
sion a large picture of Voltaire uttering hia 
dictum: “I disagree with what you say, but 
will defend to the death your right to say it.” 


The motion tabled by Mr. A. Bevan in the 
Commons does not however take this line: 
it confines itself to disapproving the means 
by which the Daily Worker was suppressed- 
namely, under a clause which was passed by 
a overy narrow majority: 98 to 60, on the 
understanding that the powers”were to be 
exercised only in the case of actual invasion. 


Quaker Chaplains 


AN authority tells me the 


ri 4 true 
4 about Quaker chaplains :— 


position 


Here is the position in a nutshell. 
First, even if a man is the biggest black- 
guard, thug, or murderer in the world, and 
has never been near a Friends’ meeting, if 
he tells his reception officer that he is a 
Quaker, as a Quaker we shall treat him 
There is one in Dartmoor at present, doing 


10 years for demanding money’ with 
menaces. 
Secondly, if a Quaker CO comes in, and 


asks for a Quaker chaplain, we write to 
the proper quarter to get one for him. If 
the CO is not & Quaker, but asks for a 
Quaker chaplain, permission hag also been 
granted for him to have a Quaker chap- 
lain, provided that the minister of his own 
denomination has no objection. 
is important and must be adhered to, and 
therefore a visit from a Quaker chaplain to 
a C of E or a Methodist must always be 
by permission of the appropriate parson. 


SOME PRINCIPLES OF RECONSTRUCTION —By “The Rev.— 


Il. The Geologicai Chasm in 
Society ’, 


HE action of Jesus in Washing 
T his disciples’ feet, which I shali 

take to be the most dramatic re- 
presentation of true greatness the 
world has seen, with his ex- 
planation of it, a purposeful new de- 
claration of human value. 


was, 


The Master and Lord who becomes 
what men call the humblest of ser- 
vants, and yet but demonstrates the 
more his mastership and lordship; the 
King who does the duty of a house- 


hold slave, as his most royal act- 

not, be it said, in a deed of incredible 
condescension, but as his simple duty 
demanded by the sympathy of his 
heart and by his social relation to his 
brethren—has filled in ideally, as by 
an earthquake or some volcanic ac- 
tion, that geological chasm which 
then split and still divides human so- 
ciety in two. It was the declaration 
that greatness, in every sense which 
is significant and worth while, is in- 
tended for every soul of man, what- 


| ever the status assigned to him in the 


world’s opinion as slave, labourer, me- 
nial, or in that decisive word “ceom- 
mon,” or “ordinary.” 

The principle was so revolutionary, 
and the existing system so firmly fixed 
in the thought of the ruling orders 
in the world, that it has remained al- 
most wholly ideal for many centuries, 
grasped by but a few minds, uttered 
by rare voices, from that scene in the 
supper room before the crucifixion 
down to the present moment. The 
chasm has remained like one of the 
major rifts in the earth’s crust; and 
the crucial fact for man’s life has been 
the status of inferiority, of mean con- 
dition, of lack of privilege, and, in 
comparison with the people who “mat- 
ter” or “count,” as the phrase is—the 
condition of cheapness and insignific- 
ance, in which the vast majority of 
mankind have remained during’ even 
the Christian centuries. 


CONQUEROR AND CONQUERED 


Let me illustrate this by some of 
the forms taken by this cleavage and 
The 
most ancient form of it is that be- 
tween conquerors and conquered in 
war; and one of its most far-reaching 
results is the notion of racial supe- 
riority. Conquering savage tribes 
speak of themselves as ‘‘the men,” 
meaning that the defeated are there- 
fore less than men; it is an axiom of 
savage magic that the strength of the 


defeated enemy or tribe is added to 
the strength of the victorious; and the 
logic of this idea was one of the chief 
reasons for cannibalism. It is obvious 
enough how these figments of the sav- 
age mind masquerade, thinly dis- 
guised in the claims and supposed 
rights of conquering and .imperial 
peoples in relation to the conquered. 
Among these is the wholly baseless 
and immoral conviction that. victory 
in war confers on the victor the right 
to the country, the possessions of all 
kinds, and even to the persons, the 
labour. and the service, however me- 
nial, of the defeated . 


Now, one of the striking effects of 
this war is that it is the reductio ad 
absurdum of so much that for ages 
has been accepted as reasonable; it 
draws on a vast scale of caricature, 
like a Walt Disney cartoon, supposed 
rights and claims which have been 
solemnly taken for granted, but are 
now seen in their childishness and ab- 
surdity: There is, for instance, that 
archaic and savage claim of the Nazi 
powers to racial superiority over 
other races in Europe whom they have 
defeated by crude force. 


One may be quite sure that the Ger- 
man ethnologists who have seemed to 
accept the scientifically hopeless 
theory of a pure Nordie German race, 
having recovered liberty of thought. 
will be ashamed of having endorsed 
it for a moment. What is more, one 
of the disintegrating factors which 
are doubtless working silently in these 
modern tribal empires must be the 
absurdity which is felt by the best 
intellects in Germany and Italy in 
claiming to be racially superior to the 
great thinkers of Norway, Denmark, 
France, and Britain, with whom they 
have met on an equality in the coun- 
try of knowledge which is their com- 
mon possession. 


COMMONWEALTH OF SPIRIT 


In feeling that they are all alike 
natives of that comonwealth of the 
spirit where they have been accus- 
tomed to share their most individual 
discoveries in what was for the good 
of mankind, and to cooperate in re- 
searches which have promoted sthe 
health and enriched the culture of 
their several peoples and of humanity 
as a whole, it would be strange if at 
no distant date they do not recognize 
that. the natural relation and_ true 
well-being of European civilized na- 
tions, which have fallen for the fime 
into the barbaric relation of conquerors 
and conquered, consist in service to 
each other and to the whole world. 


\ 


JOHN MURPHY 


One remembers their students at- 
tending each other's universities, their 
men of science communicating their 
knowledge in great congresses, their 
music as eommon to them all as the 
atmosphere that thrills with it, their 
painting no hoarded possession of one 
people but the precious heritage of the 
family of nations. Some of us recall 
some years ago the coming of a ship 
to a great art exhibition in London, 
carrying many of the priceless mas- 
terpieces on loan from ltaly, and how, 
when homeward bound, it was in dan- 
ger of shipwreck, and what a feeling 
of relief and of warmth towards Italy 
was felt among us when it was 
known to be safe. 


If one thinks of all this normal shar- 
ing of what is noblest and loveliest, 
and this mutual service. in what is 
best in life, does not the perfect sym- 
bol of all that seem to be the upper 
room and Jesus with his basin of cool 
water washing his disciples’ feet, and 
saying in effect: “So ought you to 
serve and bless one another’? Fur- 
ther, thinking of what has been the 
normal community of culture among 
the nations now at war or reduced to 
the savage relation of conquerors and 
conquered, and of the wide areas of 
service to each other in their peace- 
time relationships, it seems as if this 
triumph of the forces from the bar- 
baric “past could only be very tem- 
porary, and might even be the last 
flaring up of a dying fire before it dies 
out altogether. 
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PERSONAL PROBLEMS 


‘YERTAIN of Marcella Horman’s re- 

' marks in Peace News, and news 
of pacifist groups gathered here and 
there lead me to write to you as 
follows. 


As I understand it, the purpose of 
the groups is twofold: (1) To make j 
better pacifists; (2) To propagate “the 
faith called pacifism.” But the first 
purpose depends in a great measure 
upon the second, and, because many 
of the more obvious methods of group 
propaganda are closed to us, the! 
groups tend to become introspective 
and stale. Then the danger of atro- 
phy and disintegration is not far dis- | 
tant. 

The obvious answer is to urge mem- | 
bers to realise that it is each indi- 
vidual’s task to “commend his faith” 
to the unbeliever. And it is. “But this | 
is more easily done by tiving the faith | 
than by speaking it, today; and the 
former is a colossal task, in all con- 
science. No, as Marcella Horman 
pointed out, pacifist- propaganda to- 
day is almost impossibie. We meet a: 
blank wall—very often courteous. 

I suggest, then, that part of the 
solution may be found along the fol- 
lowing lines. 


A PATTERN OF 


HUMAN 


Autobiography. By Eric Gill (Cape, 


12s. Gd. net.) 


~— 


Reviewed by 
JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


LL significant livés, however 
troubled and painful they may 
be, have their own perfection, 

though the perfection of most of them 
is fully visible only to God, and 
glimpsed only by a handful of 
friends. Of the few that lie open to 
the spiritual eyes of the world, in au- 
tobiography or the record of art, most 
are painful: their perfection is none 
the less for that, and almost cer- 
tainly those who lived these lives 


| would not have had them otherwise. 


Indeed, that is the sign of the sig- 
nificance of a human life, that the 
man or woman who lives it comes to 
feel that there is nothing to regret- 
That is a mild, if not 2 mean way of 
putting it. They come to feel that 


, they must praise God for the gift of 


REMOVING A BARRIER: 


Many, many people are profoundly , 
concerned to “remould this sorry 
scheme of things entire,” but they wiil 
not listen to pacifism as such. Very | 
well, then, let us cease to be “men 
of one idea,” and it may well be that | 
one barrier to co-operation with 
others of good will has been removed. 
Let us remember that pacifists do not | 
know all the truth (they often speak | 
as though they do) and then join these 
other people and together try to find 
the answer to the problems of this | 
our day and age. 

It is not suggested that our pacifist faith 
be hidden. “It is suggested that it be not 
tlaunted. I have never found it necessary to 
hide my pacifist convictions, and generally 
they have been respected. But it is at least 
possible that tact will gain. allies for the 
world that is to be, where an egotistical and 
pighended nothing-but-pacifism-will-do attitude 
will serve only to antagunise would-be friends, 
and drive the pacifist farther into the wil- | 
derness. Furthermore, ‘‘we are in the same 
eondemnation.” 

I am certain we have got to experiment in 
this fashion. 

Finally, the group member finds a means } 
to express his dreams and desires for man- 
kind and his world. He is ‘‘doing something 
for others’’—and learning from them. And the 
group revives, for its members find themselves 
driven back to it for the fellowship, inspira- 
tion, and hope without which the pacifist in 
«world at war is lost. 


GERALD‘V. COOPER 


. having lived. 


| well be: for Erie Gill came 


! ina dry land. 


Benedicite opera omnia! 


But it is rare that a life which is 
uttered should have at once the quality 
of visible perfection and burn with 
a steady flame of happiness. It seems, 
indeed, almost miraculous. And per- 
haps the life of Eric Gill was miracu- 
ous: but not, I think, more miracu- 
lous than any other life. More for- 
tunate? Certainly not, if fortune be 
understood as a gift capricious and 
undeserved. More blessed? It may 
nearer 
than anyone else I have known to be- 
ing what a modern saint ought to be. 


A Service of (Joy 


lt is the very last thing he would 
have dreamed of claiming for himself. 
But that’s no odds. It is for us to do 
the canonizing, according to our stand- 
ards and our needs. Eric Gill was the 
kind of man whose life is as water 
It is a pattern, a norm, 
and a star. 

In these days of flux and transitori- 
ness, to have had someone among us 
who quite simply insisted on digging 
down to the rock for his foundations, 
and building 2 house wherein he could 
live a holy and human life, is a source 
of abiding joy. When nothing seems 
to be enduring (or endurable for that 


LIVING 


matter), here we are given the pattern 
of a palpable righteousness of human 
living—essentially, a thing that any- 
one who had courage and _ integrity 
could begin to do tomorrow. Of course, 
he couldn’t: not in the midst of war. 
But that’s a temporal accident. 


The point is that Eric Gill’s life is 
relevant to the war: it meets the war 
fairly and squarely and denies it, to- 
tally. Live this sort of life—it says 
—and war is really and truly impos- 
sible. Of how many pacifist lives can 
that be said, honestly, by anyone who 
has been through the proud flesh to 
the bare anatomy of our civilization? 
How many of us would dare to say it 
of ourselves? 


He Negated War 


Again, I am quite sure that Eric 
Gill would not have said it of himself. 
Nevertheless, it is so. He not merely 
renounced war: he negated modern 
war, which is a much more difficult 
thing to do. Yet, when you read his 
life, you feel rather that it was not 
difficult at all. He just had to. That 
was what he was put here for—to 
show the way to natural and Chris- 
tian living. 


Luck—vof course, he had luck. God 
meant him to have luck. And when 
God evidently means a man to have 
luck, it isn’t luck at all; any more 
than it was luck that he should just 
have time to write this unhurried au- 
topsychography before he died. “There 
is (he says) a palpable righteousness 
in the things that God has made and 
that man is God’s instrument for 
making.” And thus it is with Eric 
Gill's life. God so evidently meant it 
to be as it was: 


It takes 2 good deal to make me 
happy nowadays. Nothing less than 
this same palpable righteousness will 
do. But my cup was running over for 
the two days I was reading this book: 
first, for the intrinsic joy of the book 
and the life itself; second, that Eric 
Gill belonged to the PPU and passed 
straight, by a plain inevitability, into 
the very heart of it; and, third, that 
for this little while I knew him. 


But now everyone can know him. 
Here he is: offered to man and to 
God—yet, in a special kind of way, 
our possession. For God’s sake, let 
us use him. He is that kind of 
possession. 


GROUP 
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“The Secret People’’ 


By JOHN 


T is becoming obvious that there is 
no such thing as a united voice of 
Britain. There probably never was at 
any time, as “Britain” consists of 
about 46 million individuals, the ma- 
jority of whose voices have never yet 
been heard. They are the “secret 
people” of Chesterton’s poem “who 
never have spoken yet.” But the 
united voice of Britain, which is 
largely that of the MOI or the BBC, 
is not representative of many indi- 
viduals. 


People are torn by all kinds of con- 
flicting loyalties, and they are finding 
it increasingly difficult to be faithful 
to any one of them. In our own move- 
ment we find the same conflict as be- 
tween group and region, region and 
area, or area and _ headquarters. 
“Whomhall I support?” “To whom 
must I look for guidance?” And, when 
it comes to financial matters, “To 
whom shall I give my _ sixpence?” 
There are some who, faced with the 
dilemma, try to solve it by calling out 
“Democratize, Democratize”’; while 
others retire into their shells. 

If I might offer some advice it 
would be this: each individual is 
bound only by his, conscience, and the 
leadership must come from it. The 
movement cannot function without 
your completely loyal support but 
needs your criticism. The group is 
useless unless you attend it and are 


\ 


BARCLAY 


willing to help in its activities. If we 
as pacifists can make the voice of the 
Pacifist Movement heard above the 
crashing of political faiths and_reli- 
gious dogmas—can make the voice of 
at least one section of the British 
people coherent—it will help to clarify 
the minds of millions who are far from 
happy. “ 


We can have no divided loyalties 
within the movement; all our energies 
and spare cash must go to the fur- 
therance of our cause- The voice of 
the nation is the voice of the indi- 
vidual, and that voice has to become 
pacifist or perish. Identify yourself 
with the unheard voice which is that 
of “the secret people.” If it is not 
heard, and it will not be heard unless 
we speak, the war effort, increasing 
its momentum, will soon make it im- 
possible. You can help by 
(1) Joining your nearest group. 

(2) Sending us a donation to help carry on 
the work, 


(3) Talking wherever you can to those about 
you and building up the will fer peace. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Grange Centre, Wythal (Birmingham).— 
Apart from the actual pacifist community 
there are evacuees from the East End of Lon- 
don living at the Grange. The centre is after 
the Langham model and is built on a farm 
foundation. Two other homes for evacuees are 
clase by and milk and farm produce from the 
Grange goes direct to them.’ I hope that in a 
month or two a full revort will be available; 
meanwhile a visit is well worth while. 


Redgate Community.—At Wadhurst, in Sus- 
sex, is a grand crowd, feeling their way to- 
ward community, and, like all similar bodies, 
they are finding it none too easy. But the 
community spirit is there and growing. The 
members-—-COs—mostly work on farms in the 
neighbourhood and the housework is done by 
the wives of two of them. We had two ex- 
cellent meetings when I was there last week 
and members 3 
spent the weekend with pus. 


Ambleside-—An Ambleside PPU group is 
rapidly taking shape. It will meet weekly. 
Roya) College of Art students are forming its 
macleus and other local pacifists are joining 
in. Anyone in the immediate neighbourhood 
should get in touch with Leonard R. Major, 
Royal College of Arts. Queen’s Hotel, Amble- 
side. 


Preston.—The Preston group is carrying on 
plenty of local activity. Local and outside 
speakers visit regularly, and play readings, 
social evenings, first aid, CO Fellowship, and 
Peace News distribution continue: seven dozen 
copies ate sold each week among members. 
Now that they have a room of their own the 
spirit of the group has improved enormously 
and a real fellowship is beginning. 


Manchester Activist Groap.—I have had a 
letter from James Norbury telling me that 
the Activist Group is still active in Manches- 
ter and that they have carried on an open- 
air campaign from the beginning of the war, 
holding meetings in Stevenson Square at 3 
o’clock each Sunday afternoon. At these 
meetings they have had an average sale of 
7s. worth of literature a week, including the 
Bond of Peace pamphlets and Stop the Block- 
ade, which have sold well. The audiences 
have been interested and friendly and: have 
never at any time caused any trouble. James 
Norbury enclosed a pamphlet, No. 8 of a 
series under the heading Month by Month. 
Further information can be had from the 
Activist Group, 15 Stanhope Street, Levens- 
hulme, Manchester. 


Bournemouth.—Thia weekend (February 1 
and 2) Sybil Morrisen is visiting the Bourne- 
mouth area and will be speaking at the 
Friends’ Meeting House on Sunday at 3 pm. 
The subject will be “Freedom’s Crowning 
Hour” from the poem by Lord Lothian. A 
full report of the Bournemouth region's acti- 
vities will be given next week. 


Pinner.—Contrary to the report recently 
given in this column, it has now been ascer- 
tained that the Pinner group is by no means 
inactive, and in fact, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Watson, is very much alive. This 
group holds fortnightly committee meetings 


of the Tonbridge PPU group } 


Women’s Section 


AN ADVENTURE IN 
FELLOWSHIP 


QN April 28, 1915, eight months 

after the outbreak of the last 

war, a great gathering of women, re- 

presenting not only neutral, but also 

the belligerent countries, met at The 
Hague to discuss peace possibilities. 


The epic story of that assembly, one 
that should fire the imagination of al} 
women, is too long to be told here; I 
want only to remind you of it. 

Picture to yourselves a ship sailing 
from New York, flying a flag on which 
was the word PEACE emblazoned in 
huge white letters; picture an, im- 
mense concourse of representative 
women from all countries; picture the 
scenes as it became known that the 
British delegates, Olive Schreiner, 


Sylvia Pankhurst, Evelyn Sharp, and 
many other notable women, had been 
refused permission to leave Britain; 
imagine the solemnity of the moment 
when envoys were appointed to carry 
the message of the congress to the 
rulers of the belligerent and neutral 
countries. 


TIME HAS COME... 


Olive Schreiner, prevented by the 
British Government from being pre- 
sent, sent a message: “The time has 
' come for a great step which humanity 
must take if it is to continue in its 
upward path—the step across the nar- 
|row bounds of nation and race in a 
larger, wider human fellowship.” 


Because the step taken then failed 
to negotiate the difficult territory of 
| national frontiers, racial prejudices, 
| and war propaganda, our task today 
is the more difticult. But we have be- 
fore us the great example of those 
women, who, undaunted by ridicule, 
antagonism, and other apparently in- 
superable difficulties, made history in 
1915. Probably there were people whv 
laughed, people who thought it was 
madness; yet 15 Governments received 
Jane Addams, the American envoy, 
and listened to her plea that the war 
should be brought to an end by nego- 
tiation- 

Since Jane Addams and her contem- 
poraries made their heroic effort, 
women in this country have been en- 
franchised and made citizens with a 
voice in the affairs of their country. 
A great responsibility is ours, and we 
;/ must make every possible effort in 
; our search for the way to peace. 


\ WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 


| The Women’s Section of the PPU is 
making plans to hold a women’s con- 
ference in London on the afternoon of 
Saturday, March 22. A number of 
eminent women (not necessarily all 
pacifists) will confer together on 
Peace possibilities — mediation and 
negotiation. There will be delegates 
invited from PPU groups and other 
; women’s organisations all over the 
; country. 


The great international venture of 
1915 was made possible only by the 
invincible courage and determined 
faith of the women who undertook it. 
To believe is to achieve; let us have 
that faith in our cause which can re- 
move even the mountain of war; let 
us keep faith not only with a slaugh- 
tered generation who died in the mis- 
taken belief that war could be ended 
by war, but also with the pioneers who 
have set us so splendid an example. 

Let us make this conference some- 
thing from which a spark may fly to 
light the way and a seed be sown to 
blossom into peace. 


SYBIL MORRISON 


| 
and monthly group meetings, which are al- 
ways well attended, and they have recently 
devoted some time to discussions of prominent 
books connected with pacifism. 

Blackpool Group, for some considerabie 
time, hag been a reluctant victim of involun- 
tary disruption (key members taking yp work 
in distant places, etc.), but ea happier and 
more optimistic tia.2 is now evident again. So 
much so, that meetings are now to be held 
weekly (instead of fortnightly, aa hitherto) on 
Wednesdays at 7.80 p.m. in Friends’ Meeting 
House, Raikes Parade. A new study-group 
will informally examine An Outline for Paci- 
fist Study—and welcome any who care to 
come along. 


- — . 
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‘MR. RAMSBOTHAM AND 
NAZI EDUCATION 


To the Editor of Peace News 


WD ROBABLY you have heard how at 

Birmingham on January 14 Mr. 
Ramsbotham, President of the Board 
of Education, speaking of the ques- 
tion of bombing German schools as a 
reprisal for damage done to schools 
in Great Britain, said that “Nazi edu- 
cation is so debasing the German char- 
acter and blunting the intelligence of 
German youth that in our own inter- 
est it would be a pity to interfere with 
the continuation of the process.” 

Quite apart from any pacifist con- 
siderations, isn’t it a shocking utter- 
ance, a devilish perversion of those 
finer human values that Mr. Rams- 
botham would doubtless profess to up- 
hold, as black a thing as:any Nazi 
“Minister for Enlightenment” could 
ever say? If it was said consciously 
and deliberately, then Mr. Ramsbot- 
ham ought not to hold, of all offices, 
one so distinguished by moral and in- 
tellectual responsibility as his is. If, 
on the other hand, he was speaking 
impromptu, then maybe the Devil, see- 
ing him unguarded, rushed into his 
mind and out of his mouth before he 
could check him, and one’s indignation 
must be tempered by fellow-feeling. 

Up to yesterday morning I had seen 
no comment, nor mention even, in any 
paper. This may have been a silence 
of condemnation. At least it was bet- 
ter than printed approval. Yesterday, 
however, The Times did print on its 
leader page a letter of protest- I have 
taken it on myself to write to you be- 
cause I think you may, like me, be 
pricking your ears to catch any vibra- 
tions that may come from the pillars 
of the Church. 

Shall we hear nothing but echoes? 
Or nothing at all? Or will here and 
there a pillar speak back in bold re- 
jection of the blasphemy and pity for 
the man who spoke it? The Corner- 
Stone himself, if he were a man in 
England today, wouldn’t keep silence. 


A. D. HOLMES 


The White Cottage, 
Shamley Green, Surrey. 


Reigate Regional Committee for COs.—A 
committee has been established to co-ordinate 
the activities of advisory bureaux in the region 
around Reigate, Crawley, Dorking, and Lea- 
therhead. Organizations and individuals will- 
ing to co-operate please communicate with the 
acting secretary, Mr. George E. Whitman, 
“Morley,” Tallgate-avenue, Redhill. 
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MILITARY NECESSITY 


in the M1 


ddle Ages 


By LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


N 1418 the English were besieging 
the city of Rouen. Time was im- 
portant. For six months Rouen held 
out resolutely, and it was famine, 
more than the military power of the 
besiegers, which would decide the mat- 
ter. Relief was possible, but was slow 
in coming. 


It was a military necessity for the 
French to hold the city. It was a mili- 
tary necessity for the English that the 
city should fall into their hands. 


Many of the peasant-folk from the 
country round had taken refuge with- 
in the city walls. These useless 
mouths, if they remained there, might 
force the city to surrender. Military 
necessity decided the matter, and 
twelve thousand of them — old men, 
women, and children—were thrust out 
of the city gates for the besiegers to 
deal with as they chose. 


A MILITARY NECESSITY 


Military necessity decided the be- 
siegers to refuse them passage. They 
were turned back to the gates, 
which were closed against them; and 
there, without shelter and without 
food, between the trenches and the 
walls, they lay and perished. 

In the hour of their agony women gave 
birth to infants, but even the newborn 
babes which were drawn un in baskets to 
receive baptism were lowered again to die 
on their mothers’ breasts. (Green’s Short 
History of the Erglish People.) 

And so, on the score of military ne- 
cessity, 12,000 of the helpless and the 
innocent perished in the sight of a 
Christian city and an army of Chris- 
tian besiegers. 

And where, in that murderous inci- 
dent, did the Church stand? The 
Church had then a far greater power 
in the State than it has now. Had the 
representatives of the Church within 
the city separated themselves from 
the murderers, and thrown in their lot 
with the starving people lying under 
the walls, they would have left the 
superstitious defenders of the city ex- 
posed to the peril to their souls of 
dying without the consolation of the 


Holy Mother Church. Instead of that, 
they remained within the walls; and 
to save the unbaptized from the ten- 
der mercies of a God who was be- 
lieved to extend to the unbaptized no 
salvation, they drew them up to the 
walls, gave them admission to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and sent them 
back to die in their mothers’ arms. 


CHRISTIAN DUTY 


It was a horrible desertion of insti- 
tutional Christianity from what surely 
seems to us now to have been-a plain 
duty for any true follower of Christ. 
It was the same in the camp of the 
besiegers. No priests, no representa- 
tives of the Church, left them to make, 
by their example, a practical sign of 
the Cross over those victims of Chris- 
tian warfare. This monstrosity was 
done without protest from the repre- 
sentatives of religion, in the glorious 
reign of Henry. V, whom in history 
we honour. The excuse claimed by 
both sides alike was military necessity. 

How far did that military necessity 
prove to be true? On the French side 
it did nothing but prolong the agony. 
The city was forced to surrender, and 
its commander was put cruelly to 
death. 


WORROR TO NO PURPOSE 


On the side of the English, also, it | 
made no difference. The deaths by ex- | 
posure and starvation of* those un- 
happy thousands did not soften the 
hearts of the besieged to take them 
back into the city. Had the English 
either fed them, or let them go 
through, it would have made no differ- 
ence to the ultimate result. 

In theory, the military necessity was 
there sure enough; in practice it 
affected nothing. It only left for re- 
cord in history another example of the 
horrible crimes which Christians can 
bring themselves to perpetrate in ac- 
ceptance of war, and on the plea of 
military necessity. It gives us also an 
example, which unhappily has its ap- 
plication today: it tells us where in- 
stitutional Christianity (falsely mas- 
querading under the Cross of Christ) 
joined itself to Caesar in the denial 
and betrayal of its Master. 


Re-educating Europe (Continued from page 1) 


they refuse to admit the truth simply 
because it is uncomfortable or unpro- 
fitable, why then they become the 
carriers of a deadly corruption. 

But let us leave that aside. Let us 
pass over the falsity of the arguments 
to prove that Germany must be de- 
stroyed, and concentrate, as realists, 
on the mode by which it is to be 
achieved. Evidently they do not mean 
that the German race is to be literally 
exterminated: the only way of doing 
that would be to destroy all the Ger- 
man females. They mean that the 
German Empire must be destroyed. 

What was half-heartedly attempted 
in the Treaty of Versailles must be 
done thoroughly this time—when this 
time comes. Germany must be ren- 
dered militarily powerless. 

But how? Are the 45 million Eng- 
lishmen to garrison the 90 million Ger- 
mans till Kingdom come? Some job! 
The 45 million Englishmen will tire of 
it pretty quickly: long before the three 
promised years of post-war national 
“unity” are ended. Are we to call in 
the Poles and the Czechs who happen 
to be on the spot, and ask them to 
do it for us? Our old friends, the 
French, are not having any. If one 
thing is mercifully certain as the re- 
sult of this war, it is that the French 
have done for ever with the fatal aim 
of keeping Germany down- 

The idea is political lunacy. That 
it is expounded by the Chief Diploma- 
tic Adviser to the British Government 
only indicates that political lunacy is 
reigning there. It is, of course, per- 
fectly true that there is an underlying 
problem of the first magnitude: how 
is Germany to be re-educated ? But 
let us not forget the corollary prob- 
lem, which will be on us very soon: 
how is Britain to be re-educated? By 
the time we are in a position to re- 
educate Germany, we shall have no- 
thing to teach her: and perhaps not 
much to learn from her either. 


The problem is not the re-education 
of Germany, but the re-education of 
Europe. 
tish, represent the principles of a bet- 
ter world, or that we have the right 
to speak or act in the name of the 
European community, is a delusion. 
The history of twenty selfish and in- 
glorious vears makes nonsense.of our 
claim. Unless we have the honesty 
to admit that we need schooling 
(though in rather different subjects) 
just as much as the Germans, and the 
imagination to see that we are goirfg 
to get it, quite as certainly as they, 
this war will end in an ugly moral col- 
lapse of this country — much more 
serious than the material hardships 
and the physical sufferings that are 
inescapable. 

A Swedish correspondent wrote to 
a friend of ours the other day: “In 
politics we prefer England; in econo- 
mics we must prefer Germany.” That 
simple statement is a clue to the edu- 
eation we both need—education into 
the necessity of a synthesis of Ger- 
man economics and British politics. 
We have each a contribution to make: 
so long as we seek to destroy one 
another, it is the positive element in 
each of us that is corrupted. British 
politics degenerates, German econo- 
mics is frustrated; and Europe is the 
corpus vile whose sufferings we both 
perpetuate. 


News of C.O.s 


A London cgnscientious objector, 
on applying at a labour exchange for 
a job, was told that they could do no- 
thing for him as he was still awaiting 
his appeal]. Two interviews with the 
manager, however, resulted in its be- 
ing definitely established that 


“a conscientious objector awaiting a de- 
cision of the Appellate Tribunal has a legal 
right to be sent for work, and such work, 


The idea that we, the Bri- | 


P.P.U,:STATEMENT ON 
FIRE-FIGHTING 


HE Executive Committee of the 

Peace Pledge Union, having con- 
sidered the regulations on fire-fight- 
ing issued by the Government, has 
sent the following statement to group 
leaders :—- 


The Executive Committee of the PPU is 
still opposed to the claim of the State to 
compel anyone to act‘on which in, itself is 
morally repugnant to him, or involves a 
vital infringement of what he sincerely be- 
lieves to be his vocation. The committee 
would therefore recommend that those 
whom the new regulations offend in cither 
or both of the above particulars should re- 
fuse to register ar accept compulsion—and 
that those who do not find them so to offend 
should acquiesce in the scheme. 


The committee felt strongly that in 
this as in all other matters of con- 


| science the PPU cannot seek to bind 
its members, upon each of whom the 
responsibility for individual decision 
must rest. The committee will, of 
course, seek to support all members in 
the decisions which they reach, what- 
|ever those decisions may be. 


|Community Notes 


The West Country group of pacifists con- 
cerned in the Bruderhof project, unable to 
proceed further with that, have now secured 
an alternative agricultural property in Somer- 
set. The contract has been signed and 10 
per cent. of the agreed purchase price paid. 
Before purchase, Dr. T. Swarbrick, of Bristol 
University Agriculture and Horticulture Re 
search Station, made a careful survey of the 
property and reported favourably. The farm 
is a mixed one, comprising some 178 acres 
of pasture and arable land. A Friendly So- 
ciety (nnd not a private company. as had 
been envisaged) is being formed to take ever 


moreover, as he has normally performed.” this property. 
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CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d per word, minimum 2s. éd. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


Latest time for copy 
Tuesday Morning 


PLEASE REMEMBER THAT POSTS 
ARE LIABLE TO DELAY 


ACCOMMODATION 


FURNISHED ROOMS to let in country, Cc. 
Dublin; garden if required; 1 mile from Bta- 
tion; separate kitchenette and bathroom; elec- 
tric light. Neill-Watson, Cualann, Carrick- 
mines. 

TO LET till end of March. furnished cot- 
tage in S. Devon village; 2 double bedrooms. 
2 aitting-rooms, kitchen, bathroom with H. and 
C.; 24 gns a week. Apply Henderson, Oxfard 
House, Risca, Mon. 

WANTED, PACIFIST COUPLE to share 
house or take rooms; West Herts. region. 
Box 640, Peace News, 3 Blackstock-road, N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 

CLASSES in speaking and writing for peace 
will run monthly (fortnightly if desired), 
Sunday afternoons beginning February 23; 1a. 
Gd. each class. Dorothy Matthews B.A., 32 
Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.3; Cunning- 
ham 6238. 

LEAKN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, imag- 
inative, intuitive, and intellectual gifts, corres- 
pundence lessons 5s. each—Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A.. 32 Primrose Hill Road. London, N.W.&8 

SHORTHAND (by post) 1s. lesson; experi- 
enced; also typewriting, duplicating. Particu- 
lars, Peirce, 64, Seafield-road. Bournemouth. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 

CHRISTIAN PACIFIST, 36, married, seeka 
training Market Gardening or Agriculture: 
view to partnership later. Box 634, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock-road, N.4. 

STRONG MAN, 36, married, two children, 
desires farm work; prefer Somerset: anxious 
to learn; would drive tractor; present work 
reserved; wants change. Box 635, Peace News. 
3 Blackstock-road, N.4. 

WANTED, ANGLICANS or others with 
Evangelical Catholic outlook ta join in com- 
munity living in London, later moving out 
into country to start land and crafts scheme: 
house chapel; daily Mass and _ Reservation. 
Box 639, Peace News, 3 Blackstock-road, N.4. 

YOUNG WOMAN, working until recently 
in pacifist agricultural community, would like 
to join similar community. Box 636, Peace 
News, 3 Biackstock-road, N.4. 


MEETINGS 

JOHN BARCLAY is visiting Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, 25 London-road, High Wycombe, 
Bucks, at 4 pm on Saturday. Feb. 8; all 
welcome. 

MEETING, SATURDAY, Feb. 1, 3 pm; 13 
Queens Gate-terrace, S.W.7; J. W. Graham 
Peace (Editor, Commonweal) will speak on 
“The real basis of justice and freedom”; ad- 
mission free; collection. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
MOTOR CLAIMS Assessor required for Mid- 
lands (safe area); experience essential. Write 
with full details, Box 638, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock-road. N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 

SHORTHAND TYPIST (21), completely ex- 
empt, would welcome change of post, prefer- 
ably Nonconformist Church or similar type 
work; Hertfordshire or easy reach. Box 637, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock-road, N.A4. 

YOUNG CO. Radio Engineer, requires posi- 
tion. Write for further particulars, T. G. R- 
Dowsett, Sussex. 


48 Grove-road, Easthourne, 


WHERE TO STAY 
DERBYSHIRYG HILLS: Food Reform; Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happy 
holiday or restful recuperation: central 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooms. A. and 
S. Ludlow, The Briars. Crich, Matlock. 
GUEST taken in Cotswold cottage; pacifist, 
vegetarian; comfortable, friendly; lovely 
views; station. Nan Delaney, 6 Enstone-road, 
Charlbury, Oxon. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
CYCLES: Britain’s best at £6 16s,. carriage 
paid: every necessary accessory; even to cyclo- 


meter. Made bv over 40 years’ established 
Harria Cycle Co., Caventrv. 
MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. 


Helen Whiticom), health practitioner, osteo- 
path, bone-setter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; consultations by 
appointment. 1 Ashley Place. S.W.1. _(Vic- 
toria 0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letch- 
worth. : 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Re- 
ligious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Hame_ Service Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, Landon, N.W.1. 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial. Publishing & Advertisement 
Office: (Please specify department) 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 
Subscription Rates: 

Home: Quarterly, 8s 3d Yearly 12s 6d 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10s 6d 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Stil) 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment ia made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a atamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correapondence 
owing to increased cost of poatage. 


Published from & Blackstock Rd, Londen, 
N.4. by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clift- 


erd Printing Co., Leadom, N.16. 
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